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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

 
There are many problems that students are asked to solve in the mathematics classroom.  However, most students 
are not aware of many of the problem solving strategies.  Examples of problem solving strategies introduced in 
Algebra 1 and Geometry courses will be displayed.   
 
 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Seema Shah* BHS Mathematics 

Benjamin DeLorio BHS Mathematics 

Eric Semple BHS Mathematics 

Daniel Moresco BHS Mathematics 

Jennifer Aller BHS Mathematics 
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PLT SMART Goal  

 
During the school year, we will incorporate problem solving problems to increase student comfort and confidence with 
such problems to increase student performance. 
 

 
Key Actions 

 
-Administered a pre-survey to gauge students’ understanding of and comfort with problem solving strategies.  
-Chose three problem solving strategies that we felt were important 
-Discussed the following problem solving strategies in class: 

 Underlining/circling key phrases 

 Drawing a picture 

 Process of elimination 
-Pre and post tests to measure students’ mastery of each the problem solving strategies above 
-Post-survey administered to determine if incorporating strategies increased students’ confidence and comfort with 
problem solving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Findings  

The pre and post survey data revealed that students felt more confident about solving word problems after the three 
problem solving strategies were introduced to students.  Students felt more able to use problem solving strategies in 
class after they were introduced.  Students also made gains on how to use the strategy of underlining and drawing a 
picture to their advantage when solving a problem.  The data demonstrated that Algebra 1 students did not make any 
gains after introducing the elimination strategy for problem solving.  This may be due to one of the questions that were 
asked to students during the post-test involved geometry content.  This may have given an advantage to Geometry 
students since it involved content that those students were already exposed to. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 
After seeing the data, we recommend the following steps be taken: 

 Incorporate more problem solving skills in the mathematics curriculum 

 Create poster boards with problem solving strategies to be displayed in classrooms for easy reference 
and to remind students of the various strategies they can use to solve problems 

 Discuss more word problems together in class, focusing on different strategies to solve them 

 Actively review and remind students of the strategies  
 
 
 
 
 

 


